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With cancellations of sports, social distancing guidelines and 
requirements to maintain small gathering sizes, Bath Township has 
compiled information throughout the Quarterly to adhere to these 
guidelines. At this time, Bath Parks remain open with the following 
updates:
 
• Park Shelters: Bath Township is currently not taking reservations for 
  covered shelters at this time. Effective July 7th, Governor DeWine issued 
  an indefinite ban on mass gatherings (groups of 10 or more). Shelters 
  remain open on a first come first serve basis for groups under 10.
• Visitors are encouraged to continue following social distancing 
   guidelines.
• The Baseball Park is now open.
• The Basketball courts are now open.
• Playgrounds are now open. Please note: the equipment is not regularly 
   disinfected, so it is to be used at your own discretion and risk.
• Restrooms are open but for emergency use only. 
• The resurfacing of the Bath Community Park Tennis Courts has been 
   completed. 
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Township Administration Hours
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Monday – Friday

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK!
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NORTH FORK YELLOW CREEK PRESERVE
Through its partnership with a land conservation group, Bath Township finalized acquisition of roughly 78 
acres of land at 4400 Everett Rd. on June 3, 2020. Working closely with the Trust for Public Land (TPL), a 
non-profit organization that promotes land conservation, Bath Township and TPL received funding in the 
amount of $1,650,000 from the Ohio Public Works Commission Clean Ohio Fund to purchase the parcel in 
the northern portion of Bath Township. Because of the property’s unique environmental features, including 13 
headwater and primary headwater streams which are part of the North Fork of Yellow Creek and included in 
the Cuyahoga River watershed, preservation of the area was considered a priority for the township. 

History Behind the Project
Bath Township’s partnership with TPL began in August 2018 when a representative of the group approached 
the township with a plan to acquire the North Fork Yellow Creek Preserve (NFYCP). Grant submission to the 
Natural Resource Assistance Council (NRAC) was made on October 19, 2018 and, in correspondence dated 
July 10, 2019 from the Ohio Public Works Commission, Bath Township was notified financial assistance for 
the North Fork Yellow Creek Preserve project was approved. Through the partnership with TPL, the group 
facilitated the purchase of the property, which included most of the incidental costs associated with appraisal 
and title insurance.
  
Bath Township has managed and partnered successfully on over 10 environmental grant projects since 1997. 
The North Fork Yellow Creek Preserve is another example of the township’s commitment to responsible 
management of grant funded projects. The site will provide ecological preservation benefits as to the 
permanent preservation of streams and adjacent 9 acres of wooded wetlands which are part of the Yellow 
Creek Watershed. These wetlands protect groundwater, reduce runoff volume and minimize sediment 
pollution. Protection of these on-site streams and their floodplains will ensure that less sediment travels 
downstream to the nearby Bath Nature Preserve. Additional preservation benefits include protection of Bath 
Township’s water and air while providing natural habitats for plants and animals indigenous to the area. 
Further, because of the Bath Nature Preserve’s proximity to the North Fork Yellow Creek Preserve, any 
development of the property could negatively impact the Nature Preserve and its unique habitat. 

NFYCP Subcommittees
Six separate advisory committees comprised of residents and other community stakeholders will assess the 
property, including two homes and a large barn to help develop a management plan. The subcommittees 
include: long/short walk, buildings, history, virtual tour, flora-fauna, streams and wetlands. Committee 
members have been routinely meeting at the site and will be offering recommendations to the Bath Township 
Board of Trustees on the respective topic of importance assigned to them.  

On the Horizon...
As part of the property review, there will most likely be a name change from the current designation – North 
Fork Yellow Creek Preserve – used during the Ohio Public Works Commission application process. Part of the 
structural review of the buildings has been completed, but during the duration of the committees evaluating 
the property, and for safety reasons, public access is prohibited on the property. Development of the plan 
will be used to determine the best use of the property, including parking and potential park amenities, trail 
routes, potential demolition of existing structures and plant maintenance. Bath Township will establish public 
access within the North Fork Yellow Creek Preserve to provide recreational benefits through additional trails 
for hiking, environmental education, and wildlife observation. Clean Ohio Grant restrictions limit activities on 
the North Fork Yellow Creek Preserve to passive use only. While determining the extent of that use will be 
under review, Bath Township residents will directly benefit from the preservation of North Fork Yellow Creek 
Preserve and enjoy the unique habitat it offers to the community. 



Census 2020
More than 80% of Bath Township residents have responded 
to the 2020 Census count, which will conclude at the end of 
September. Response rates are critical to legislation which 
determines community incentives, development of neighborhoods 
and businesses and the availability of public resources. Following 
each decade’s census, state officials use information to redraw 
the boundaries of the congressional and state legislative districts 
to account for the population shifts. More than $675 billion of 
federal funds, grant dollars and support are based on census data. 
Residents may respond online at My2020Census.gov or by calling 
#844-330-2020.

Water and Sewer District Board
The Water and Sewer District Board is seeking applicants to fill 
the vacant alternate board member seat. Must be a resident of 
Bath Township. The position requires a three-year commitment 
on the Board. Interested persons shall contact Chairman Steven 
Schreiber at sjs3921@gmail.com or Secretary Jena Stasik at 
jstasik@bathtownship.org by September 30th.

Virtual Meetings
Bath Township will continue to hold virtual public meetings 
throughout the months of August and September. Residents and 
visitors may access meeting credentials in the events section listed 
on the homepage of the township website at www.bathtownship.
org. Meeting agendas and minutes are found under each Board 
and Commission’s respective page on the Bath Township website. 
All meetings are hosted via Zoom and livestreamed to Facebook.

Student Resource Officer of the Year!
Congratulations to Officer Scott Dressler of the Village of Richfield 
Police Department for receiving the honor of Student 
Resource Officer of the Year presented by the 
Ohio School Resource Officers Association! Each 
year the award is given to an exceptional Student 
Resource Officer (SRO) in the state of Ohio who 
has demonstrated outstanding commitment to the 
community. Officer Dressler serves as the SRO for 
Revere Local Schools and has organized Stop the 
Bleed training for staff members and implemented 
the installation of vaping detectors. 
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IN OTHER NEWS
Halloween
Bath Township Police and Fire have 
reluctantly cancelled the annual Haunted 
Jail and Fire Station Party as a result 
of the current public health crisis. Trick 
or Treat will be held in the township on 
Sunday, October 25th, 2020, from 3:00 PM to 
5:00 PM. 

Annual Barn Social
The annual Barn Social scheduled in 
September has been cancelled.

Fall Into Nature
Fall into Nature (FIN) will go on this 
October, but with a new twist. Due 
to Covid-19 and not being able to 
host large gatherings for the safety 
of everyone, the Bath Park Board has 
decided to host a “Do It Yourself” 
version of FIN this year. Visit Bath Parks 
Facebook page for information about our 
October Discovery Days. Information will 
also be available on the Bath Township 
Website.

The Bath Park Board is working with 
the University of Akron Field Station to 
provide fun and educational activities for 
families to explore our parks this Fall. 
We feel this will help families with the 
new platform of vir tual education.

If you are interested in being a sponsor 
of Fall into Nature, contact Pam Reitz at 
pam.reitz@gmail.com or Amy Bowers at 
abowers2750@gmail.com for more 
information.



Police of f icer training has and continues to be a top priority in the Bath 
Police Department, allowing of f icers to maintain proficiency in a variety 
of law enforcement functions and learn new skills. It also provides an 
opportunity for of f icers to gain knowledge on important legal issues and is 
used to promote and encourage emerging leadership within the department. 

Equally important to police of f icer training is the development of ef fective 
policies which serve as a guide for law enforcement operations. As part of a 
standardized accreditation of police department policies, Bath Police have 
incorporated the Ohio Collaborative standards. These standards, implemented 
in 2015, established state standards on a variety of law enforcement 
policies, including use of force and hiring practices. The Collaborative 
includes a panel of law enforcement experts and community leaders 
throughout the state who continue to provide oversight and assistance 
to law enforcement agencies in Ohio. The standards create greater 
accountability and improve confidence with the public and law enforcement. 
All law enforcement agencies in the state are expected to meet or exceed 
these new standards in the development of policies and procedures.  

The Bath Police Department began the accreditation process under the 
Ohio Collaborative in 2017 with the submission of an application related to 
a policy on Response to Aggression (Use of Force/Deadly Force) and the 
Employment Process (Recruitment and Hiring). Approval of the Certif ication 
of Standards 1 and 2 was received on February 27, 2017. Having reviewed 
the additional standards 3-7, the Ohio Collaborative assessor concluded 
the Bath Police Department met the requirements of compliance and 
recommended final certif ication approval on June 22, 2020.  

The department continues to collect data, reports, and other related 
documents each year and participate in an assessment, most recently by an 
Ohio Collaborative assessor. In the assessor’s report, it was noted: 
“Chief Sinopoli and Captain Brown have a clear understanding of the 
Collaborative standards that was demonstrated in the interview and their 
comprehensive file documentation regarding reporting, review and annual 
training of standards and policies. I would highly recommend Bath Township PD 
for final recertification approval based on their commitment to the principles of 
the Ohio Collaborative Standards and process.”  

Since 2007, this department has participated in Crisis Intervention Team 
Training (CITT) sponsored by the Summit County Alcohol, Drug Addiction 
and Mental Health Services Board, NEOMED, and Summit County 
Chapter National Alliance on Mental Il lness. Twelve members of the police 
department and three members of the Dispatch Center completed the 40 
hours/week long training. CITT training ensures of f icers are equipped with 
the skills to calmly contain a situation when an individual is having a mental 
health crisis, rather than escalating the situation. Due to the pandemic, CITT 
training was cancelled. The hope is that the training will resume in 2021 and 
additional of f icers will be able to attend. 

The Bath Police Department has 
adopted policies pursuant to:

Standard 3
Community Engagement

Standard 4
Body Worn Cameras
As part of the Body Worn Camera 
policy, supervisors on each of the 
patrol shif ts are responsible for 
a periodic review of of f icer body 
camera footage and indicate 
on a spreadsheet not only the 
type of interaction/incident, but 
also whether the of f icer was in 
compliance with the department 
policy and standard set by the 
Ohio Collaborative.

Standard 5
Telecommunicator Training

Standard 6
Bias Free Policing
The Bath Police Department 
maintains statistics and 
records data to support the 
Bias Free Policing Standard 
6. Documentation related to 
Standard 6 is part of the police 
department’s Annual Report 
and is available online on the 
township webpage.

Standard 7
Investigation of Employee 
Misconduct

Standard 8, concerning vehicle 
pursuits is the newest standard 
issued this year through the Ohio 
Collaborative. As part of the 
compliance directive, all patrol 
members wil l receive training in 
Pursuit Emergency Operations 
and all supervisory members wil l 
be trained in Pursuit Supervision 
by an outside f irm.

The Bath Police Department strives to provide the very best service our residents and businesses expect and deserve. 
Hiring and training qualified candidates, while ensuring full compliance with the Ohio Collaborative Standards are 
examples of the department’s commitment of professionalism to the community. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT
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Fishing at the Nature Preserve:
• Fishing is restricted to two ponds, Bath Pond and Garden Pond.
   Fishing in any other body of water on the Bath Nature Preserve 
   is strictly prohibited.
• Fishing is open from April 1st - November 30th of each year.
• Ice f ishing is strictly prohibited.
• All f ishing will be on a catch and release basis.
• The transporting of f ish to or from ponds on the property is 
   strictly prohibited.
• All fishing is limited to a hook and line. Fishermen are expected 
   to remove all f ishing gear, including snagged line, bobbers and 
   tackle.
• The use of lead weights is prohibited.
• Fisherman 16 years of age or older must produce all applicable 
   state of Ohio permits for f ishing.
• Fishing from the banks and the observation deck is allowed. All other f ishing is strictly prohibited.
• Unusual species: If a catch of anything other than bass, bluegill, shiners, or bullhead is made please 
   contact the park director at 330.666.4007.

THE BATH NATURE PRESERVE

Trails:
1. North Fork Trail  
• Length: 2.8 mile out and back trail
• Average time to complete: 1 hour and 14 minutes
• Skill Level: All levels

2. Bath Nature Preserve Bridle Trail Loop 
• Length: 2.8 mile loop, which features a lake 
• Average time to complete: 1 hour and 14 minutes
• Skill Level: All levels
• Features: Scenic pond

Bath Township is home to a scenic 411-acres known as the Bath Nature Preserve (BNP) located at 4160 Ira Road, 
Akron, Ohio 44333, which may also be accessed from Bath Community Park parking lot (by Chief Logan) walking 
west through the tunnel under Cleveland Massillon Road. Visitors may take advantage of hiking, biking, and 
running along open old f ields, meadows, mature forests, wetlands, creeks and a tamarack bog. Several features 
of the property include: The University of Akron Field Station and the Fairlawn Rotary Observatory.

Coming Soon!
Planetary Way Solar System Walk along the North Fork Trail – Funded by the Summit County Community Grant, 
eleven informational signs of the planets and solar system are to be installed along the North Fork Trail 
proportionate to their distance in space. The walk will begin at the observatory (of f of Ira Road) and follow the 
North Fork Trail for approximately 1.5 miles and end at Chief Logan (Cleveland-Massillon trailhead). The signs 
add an educational opportunity to the hiking experience in the Bath Nature Preserve. 
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THINGS TO DO AND SEE AT BNP:

Community Garden:
A fenced community garden exists 
at the entrance of Bath Nature 
Preserve for gardeners to plant 
vegetables and fruits in a 10’ x 10’ 
plot. Garden plots are available 
to residents only at the cost of 
$25 per plot and $20 per plot for 
seniors. For more information, 
contact parks director Alan Garner 
at agarner@bathtownship.org or 
executive assistant Jena Stasik at 
jstasik@bathtownship.org

3. Beefy’s Trail
• Length: 1.2 mile out and back trail 
• Average time to complete: 32 minutes
• Skill Level: All Levels

4. South Woods Trail
• Length: .4 miles
• Average time to complete: 10 minutes
• Skill Level: All Levels
• Features: Unpaved and wooded



The Observatory
Unveiled in the summer of 2018 as a project of the Summit County Astronomy Club, the astronomical 
observatory has a retractable roof with f ive professional-grade telescopes to accommodate multiple 
observers. Each telescope sits atop an adjustable pier to allow for easy viewing of the night sky. The 
observatory is standardly managed by volunteers, so hours may vary. To visit the observatory or f ind 
scheduled events, visit: https://www.meetup.com/Summit-County-Astronomy-Meetup/events/calendar/.

University of Akron Field Station
The Field Station was established in 1998 as a collaborative mission between the University of Akron and 
Bath Township for the purposes of research, education, and service that highlights a relationship with the 
natural environment.

The UA Field Station is located on the 411-acre Bath Nature Preserve, approximately 2 miles west of the 
33,000 acre Cuyahoga Valley National Park, and between the large metropolitan areas of Cleveland and 
Akron/Canton. Housed in the Dr. Paul E. Martin Center for Field Studies and Environmental Education, the UA 
Field Station is uniquely situated for studies of anthropogenic change in the highly impacted Cuyahoga Valley. 
This facility is among the largest terrestrial ecology f ield stations in Ohio, and continues to collaborate with 
other f ield stations and environmental education facilities in the region. The UA Field Station also houses the 
Bird Conservation Initiative of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

The Garden Bowl:
For Bird lovers: Take a hike down the North 
Fork Trail for easy viewing of the Garden Bowl, 
a wetland on BNP, which attracts a variety of 
birds. For a closer look at wildlife, walk down a 
mowed path leading to the Garden Bowl.

Protected Birds at BNP:
There are many ground nesting birds which 
reside on the nature preserve, such as the Easter 
Meadowlark, Killdeer, Henslow’s Sparrow and 
Bobolink. Nests and chicks are easily disturbed 
by people and dogs, so it is extremely important 
that visitors stay on designated trails at all times. 
Dogs are required to be on a leash.

This map is for 
informational 
use only. No 
representation is 
made or warranty 
given as to its 
content. The 
user assumes al l 
r isk of use. Bath 
Township assumes 
no responsibi l i ty for 
any loss or delay 
resulting from such 
use. Data Source: 
Summit County GIS 
data. Prepared by 
the Bath Township 
Parks Department, 
January 2007.
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DIRECTORY
Administration Offices...................330-666-4007

Service/Parks................................330-665-5066

Police (Non-Emergency).................330-666-3736

Fire (Non-Emergency)....................330-666-3738

Rumpke (Trash).............................800-828-8171

Simple Recycling...........................866-835-5068

Summit County Building Dept.........330-630-7280

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
James N. Nelson, President       jnelson@bathtownship.org
Becky Corbett, Vice-President   bcorbett@bathtownship.org
Elaina E. Goodrich, Trustee        egoodrich@bathtownship.org

FISCAL OFFICER
Sharon A. Troike                     stroike@bathtownship.org

ELECTED OFFICIALS
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THE LIBRARY IS OPEN!
The Fairlawn-Bath Branch Library is now open 
with the following hours:
 
Monday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Wednesday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Thursday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Friday:  12:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Sunday:  Closed

• To support physical distancing, our revised 
   building capacity is 62

• Face coverings are required

• Returns accepted in book drops only

• The first hour of service on Tuesdays and 
   Thursdays is reserved for at-risk customers

• Outdoor Pick-Up Service is still available

For information call 330-666-4888 or e-mail 
fairlawnbath@akronlibrary.org


